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St. Paul’s Parish Mission Statement:
to be a thriving, loving,
Christ-centered parish; a parish who knows Christ and makes
Christ known.
We take seriously our Baptismal Covenant that says we will respect
the dignity of every human being.
You are welcome to worship with us, to join with us in fellowship, and
in our ministries, regardless of age, economic status, marital status,
nationality, race, sexual orientation or gender identity, ability or
disability, and wherever you are in your spiritual journey.

A Word
from
the Wardens
the dignity
of every
human
being.
Dear People of St. Paul’s., We have entered the
Season of Advent. As the readings and hymns
prepare us for the Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Vestry, Wardens and parish are preparing for a
new Rector for our church. We have met with
Mother Christina Van Liew and discussed many
things about St. Paul’s, our strengths, weaknesses,
challenges, vision, expectations in a clergy partner.
This Sunday we will have a Parish Summit and
Discussion to review similar questions to hear what
the parishioners have to say. Then Mother Christina
will prepare us for the interview process. Please
keep us in your prayers as we listen to your thoughts
mingled with ours, to search for the next priest who
God will send to lead us.
Faithfully,
Conni Still and Ronnie MacDonald
Vestry Highlights
•••
The bills are all paid but we are $6,000 in the red.
Hopefully will be caught up by the end of the year.
Not all parishioners have turned in their pledge
cards and some people need to catch up before the
end of the year.

Congratulations to Dee Laffin who was elected to
the Diocesan Council Lay Order at the convention.
The Christian Formation Committee has changed its
meeting time to the second Friday of the Month at 2
PM in the Vestry room. This will accommodate the
schedule of the members who prefer not to drive at
night.
The Vestry approved the use of the parish hall on
Tuesday evenings 6:30-8:00 PM by the Transgender
Research Center of Long Island
Respectfully Submitted
Conni Still
Clerk of the Vestry

Stewardship Committee
•••
“Moving forward with God at work in us”
It has been an interesting experience thus far
since our dear Mother Liz retired, what with all the
fine and gracious substitute priests we have had as
celebrants. They all have been very nice, and we
should be grateful that they are here for us. If we
keep the faith, maybe soon we will have a new
priest. It will be hard for them to fill Mother Liz’s
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sandals, but surely they will have their talents.
Everybody is different, and nobody’s perfect. But
Saint Paul’s is a parish that perseveres. The Lord has
seen fit to bless our parish for well over a century,
and likely, He will be there for us in the future.
Thank you all for the high attendance numbers
we’ve been having on Sundays. It’s always a
pleasure to be in the company of good and faithful
people. It shows a concerted commitment on the
part of all our parishioners to overcome the
challenges we face, and to face them together. High
attendance also shows respect for our substitute
clergy celebrants. They should not have to travel to
our church long distances on a Sunday morning to
preach to an empty church. One of our substitute
celebrants actually drove to Patchogue from upstate
Ossining to be our celebrant. If she could do that for
us, then the least we can do is come to church!
We have resumed having coffee and goodies
after each service, which gives us all a chance to
socialize with one another. We are moving forward
after the corona virus scare, and it is great to be able
to touch base and reacquaint ourselves with our long
time friends and fellow parishioners. Thank our
Lord Jesus that we made it through the pandemic
without losing any of us. May God continue to bless
us with good fortune and good luck.

Summary, 155th Annual Diocesan Convention
November 13, 2021
•

300+ attendees via Zoom/LUMI

•

Resolutions requiring action:
-Racism & Inclusion, Equity,
Technology & Communication, and
the Department of Health

•

All elections were uncontested and passed
with a large majority vote. St. Paul’s very
own Dr. Dorothy (Dee) J. Laffin was elected
one of the two members of the Diocesan
Council Lay Order for a three-year term
ending in 2024.

•

Proposed a 5% increase in lay employee’s
compensation resolutions

•

Much discussion on Pension Fund, further
discussion needed with Labor Law

•

The Bishop’s Address included: Support for
the Wider Church; Millennium Development
Goals; DCDI; Diocesan Liturgy, oversight of
the Diocesan Youth & Adult Ministries,
Communication & Technology, Real Estate
Long Island, LLC. Since the 2020 Diocesan
convention the Youth and Creation Care
Community has grown and evolved. They
foster environmental justice throughout Long
Island.

•

The 156th Convention of the Episcopal
Diocese of Long Island will be held on
November 12, 2022.

Thanks to all who have faithfully returned their
pledge cards. It is especially important during this
difficult time to have a general idea of the financial
expectations of the parish. Remember, God has no
other hands but yours. So be generous.
Here’s hoping for a happy and safe holiday
season for one and all.
_Scott Harris for the stewardship committee
From St. Paul’s Stewardship Committee
Laura Cooley, Martin Minogue, Conni Still, Scott
Harris

Respectfully submitted, Ronnie Lee MacDonald,
11/!3/21
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Buildings and Grounds
•••
The Buildings and Grounds Committee met on
October 12, 2021in the Rectory. Dave reported to
the committee on his recent work with the
Patchogue Cemetery Committee, and the Diocese,
regarding current and future activities. He updated
us on the concerns going forward and answered
questions from the group. Dave also reported on the
recent visits made by representatives from the
Diocese and contractors associated with the repair
and refurbishing of our parish buildings. It was
noted that the Rectory will need the most work in
order to bring it up to appropriate physical and
living standards.
Three air conditioners were removed from windows
in the Rectory and various actions were taken to
secure the buildings and prepare it for potential use
for Parish meetings. Timers, supplied by Sharon
Minogue, were installed to lights in the Rectory to
maintain the appearance of building occupancy.
Other B&G work in October included:
Members of the B&G Committee assisted Mo Liz
with her moving tasks.
Clearing, cleaning and other preparation of the
newly re-located Vestry Room, previously used by
the Choir/Chapel/meetings/storage, was
accomplished in time for our meeting with Canon
Woodley.
Grounds work included removal of most of the ivy
on the foundation of the Church, trimming, removal
of debris and leaves and other general maintenance.
Improvement and replacement of lighting in the
hallway, and rest rooms, in the lower Parish Hall
continues.
Respectfully submitted by Dee Laffin and Scott
Harris Co-chairs B&G

Raise the Roof
Thank you to all who have contributed to this
campaign. The final payment to our loan was made.
If you still have payments on your pledge to make,
please continue to do so. Additional Funds will be
placed in the building Improvement Fund.

Please include in your prayers this month:
•••
Those who are sick or in need:
Dylan and family, Noe and family, Jeannine,
Pauline, Greg, Larry and Rosemary, Craig, Sol,
Merri, Joanne, Ed & Family, Jackie, Mary Anne,
Donna and Bob, Ada, Michael, Nikki, Conni,
Stephani, Jack, Ed, Yanni, Wilma, the King Family,
James, Shirley

Those who are serving in the armed forces and
their families:
Samantha Schwartz
Prayer for the Parish
Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life and bring us all to be
of one heart and mind within your holy Church:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Thanksgivings and Acknowledgments
•••
To all who donated and helped, assembled and
distributed the bags and bags of food and turkeys to
the community.
Phyllis Voegeli, Kevin Weeks, Martin Minogue and
Ronny Pliszak for resurrecting the Liturgical
Calendar to organize the readers, ushers, tellers, and
all the others who make our worship services run
smoothly.
The Cub Scout Pack who racked leaves and the Boy
Scout Troop who made wreaths, great job.
Barbara Greco for her fund raisers where we made
crafty Advent Calendars and had lots of fun.

SAVE THE DATES!
December 5,2021 9 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rev. Hickman Alexander, Celebrant
Blessing of Memorial Plaque for Mother Paulette
11:45 Parish Summit and Discussion-Meeting
with Mother Christina Van Liew- Parish Hall.
Lunch will be served.
Christmas Eve: 5:30 PM EVENING PRAYER
And Children’s Program
Christmas Eve: 10:00 PM Holy Eucharist and
Music,
Rev. Hickman Alexander, Celebrant

Thrift Shop

•••
The Thrift Shop has been busy selling many lovely
Thanksgiving decorations. Our Face Book page received
many nice comments, comparing us to an upstate resort
boutique. Our Christmas sweaters, ornaments and gift
items are flying off the racks, so come shop quickly for
the best choices, don’t forget Christmas cards for 10
cents each! Watch for our WHITE linen sale in January!
We will be closed the week between Christmas and New
Years to give our hard-working volunteers a rest. We
need more volunteers! Do you have some hours to spare ,
Monday, Friday and Saturday 10-2?

Please sign up for attendance in Narthex!
Christmas Day: 9:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Rev. Hickman Alexander, Celebrant
Please sign up for attendance in Narthex
December 26.2021 9:00 AM Lessons and Carols

More Fund Raiser Fun! Conni, Ronnie, Rosalie,
Jeanette, Tracy
Thanks Barbara & Mike!
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Great Christmas sweaters in the Thrift Shop

Barbara Greco’s Fund Raiser, Advent Calendars
With the “Chester” women

Judy and Geppy Celauro receive a Blessing for
their 50th Wedding Anniversary
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Food for the Thanksgiving Bags

KinderCare is Back
Rev. James Reiss

Helpful scouts rake leaves under Mom’s watchful
eye!
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Thoughtful Poster

Cub Scout Pack, thanks for a great job!

Leaves on Rider Avenue
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Boy Scout Troop made beautiful wreaths.

Mother Lilo Rivera

8

Friends meet at coffee hour!

More
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