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We take seriously our Baptismal Covenant that says we will
respect the dignity of every human being. You are welcome to
worship with us, to join with us in fellowship, and in our
ministries, regardless of age, economic status, marital status,
nationality, race, sexual orientation or gender identity, ability
or disability, and wherever you are in your spiritual journey.

your spiritual journey.
A Word from Mother Liz
Happy New Year everyone. Thank you all
for your faithfulness. I am sure that we are all
hoping and praying that 2021 will be a better year.
But no matter what happens we still have church
theto
dignity
of every
business
conduct.
Thishuman
year onbeing.
January 24 at our
Annual Meeting we will be voting to adopt new bylaws. We don’t just adopt these changes without
going through a formal approval process and then
the new by-laws will need to be filed with Suffolk
County since they are a legal document.
The primary reason for the change is to
reduce the number of vestry members from 9 to 6
which is appropriate given the size of our
congregation. but there are some additional
administrative tweaks that need to be addressed as
well. I have outlined them below so that you will
understand what we are voting for at the Annual
Meeting. Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions or concerns and if you would like a
hard copy of the by-laws sent to you.
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It is critical that we have a quorum for this meeting
so please let the office know if you are planning to
attend either by Zoom or in person. Vestry members
this is required for all of you.
The article, topic and page number for each change
have been listed below and the changes are
highlighted in yellow.
Article II: Annual Meeting and Special Parish
Meetings,
E. Quorum, pg 2
A quorum at any Annual Meeting shall be
defined as a minimum of 30 per cent of
the average
Sunday attendance at parish services as
recorded in the most recent parochial
report.
Attendance can be in person or by video or

teleconference.
This change is to accommodate
attendance options that were not readily
available when the by-laws were done in
2010 and are necessary to help us adapt
to changing conditions.

I.

Article III Vestry
C.

Regular Vestry meetings are to be held at an
agreed upon date and time on the third
Thursday evening of each month. …In the
event of a sudden postponement of a regularly
scheduled Vestry meeting, at least three days’
notice of rescheduling thereof shall be given to
each member of the Vestry by the Rector or, if
the Rector be absent or incapacitated for any
reason, by one of the Wardens.

Number of Wardens and Members of the Vestry, pg 3
The corporate body of this parish, in addition
to the Rector, shall be two (2) Wardens and
nine (6) members of the Vestry. This may only
be amended pursuant to section 44 of the New
York State Religious Corporations Law.

The specified day was limiting and expanding
this to an agreed-upon day gives us more
flexibility.
We needed an apostrophe.

This change reflects an appropriate
representation given the size of the congregation
L.
J.

Attendance pg 6

Terms of Office pg 3
After three unexcused absence by any Warden
or Vestry member the rector or clergy in charge
will ask the Warden or Vestry member to submit
his/her resignation. Unexcused absence by any
Warden or Vestry member from three
consecutive meetings shall constitute a resignation
from office by such person.

1. At each Annual Meeting one Warden shall be
elected to hold office for a term of two years
and three members of the Vestry shall be
elected to hold office for a term of three
years. By custom a Warden shall be limited to
two full terms in office and may not stand for
election as a member of the Vestry until the
Annual Meeting next succeeding that at which
his/her office would have expired.
2. By custom a Vestry member shall be limited to
two consecutive full terms in office and may
not stand for election as a Vestry member
until the Annual Meeting next succeeding that
at which his/her term of office would have
expired.
According to New York State Religious
Corporation Law we cannot impose term
limits but can suggest that these two
guidelines be followed by custom.
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Meetings pg 4

According to New York State Religious
Corporation Law we cannot remove a
member from the Vestry but we can ask
them to resign.
A.

Agenda pg 7
It shall be the obligation of the Rector or
other such presiding officer to present an
agenda for regularly scheduled Vestry
meetings. If possible, this agenda, including
minutes from the previous meeting, will be
made available to the members of the Vestry
on the Sunday prior to the scheduled
meeting. Such agenda shall include the

following topics in whatever sequence is
deemed most appropriate.

•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

•

Opening Prayer
Minutes of Previous Vestry Meeting v
Reading of Correspondence
Treasurer's Report
Wardens' Reports
Rector's Report
Reports of Standing Committees and Ad
Hoc Committees, if there be any
8. Old Business
9. New Business
10. Pastoral Concerns
11. Closing Prayer or Compline
The numbering scheme could imply a
required sequence and the meetings really
need to have the flexibility to structure the
sequence based on current circumstances.
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
•

The final loan payment for Raise the Roof was
paid! Alleluia! Not all expected pledge cards for
2021 have been received.

•

Our Christmas gifts were distributed to the
Patchogue Nursing Center.

•

The slate of members to the Vestry was
presented by the nominating committee of
Cathie Pliszak and Martin Minogue.

•

Ronnie MacDonald will run for Warden.

•

Barbara Greco will resign her current seat and
run for the class of 2023.

•

Barbara Lapinski will run for the class of 2023
term.

•

Some vestry members reached out to “missing”
members but have not had any responses.

•

A contract was accepted for this year’s snow
removal. Cathie Pliszak will sign the contract.
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The preliminary budget for 2021 was reviewed
by the vestry and accepted provisionally subject
to the final numbers for 2020.

The food pantry distributed prepacked bags of
toys, scarves, hats and $25 gift cards.
Respectfully submitted
Conni Still, Clerk of the Vestry
STEWARDSHIP
Participating in our community of faith through
giving
We have many ways of giving. In 2020 with human
contact greatly curtailed, we are still giving through
our prayers --- together on Sundays and privately
each day. Herewith some suggestions from your
stewardship committee members.
I like many of the prayers that have been passed
down to us through the years in our Prayer Book.
They connect us to the many Anglican witnesses of
which we are in a long line. I see this prayer as a
perfect way to end the day:
Prayer #63 BCP p. 833
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the
shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the
busy world is hushed, and the fever of like is over,
and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a
safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last.
AMEN
The simple eloquence surpasses anything I could
come up with; I especially like “and the fever of life
is over”.
Phyllis Voegeli.:
I like Canticle 13 from the book of common prayer,
”Glory to You lord God of our fathers”, (page 90)
not only because it praises the Lord, but because it
praises our fathers and forebears. I think it’s
important to remember our ancestors and our
heritage, and how important faith was to them. I
think that it’s particularly important in the historic

setting of a church like Saint Paul’s. We should be
good stewards of our heritage.
I like the version of Canticle 13 in the Hymnal
even more than I like the prayer book version. One
reason is because of my past life experiences as a
church chorister. I can remember a grand version we
used to sing when I was a choirboy. I particularly
like the verse that says, “Blessed art thou that
beholdest the depths and dwellest between the
cherubim, praised and exalted above all forever.” I
get a very poetic image of the love of Jesus from
that verse.
Canticle 13 can occasionally be used as a
substitute for a psalm at weekly services, but it isn’t
used very often. In the hymnal it is found in the
service music part of the hymnal with other
canticles. The Gloria we say at Rite one services is
canticle 6, for example. Canticle 13 is often said or
sung on Trinity Sunday. It’s sort of like a Gloria. It
starts with glory and ends with a Gloria in excelsis.
Scott Harris
#3 - For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and
redeemed us
through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on
the whole
human family; take away the arrogance and hatred
which
infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us;
unite us in bonds of love; and work through our
struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth;
that, in
your good time, all nations and races may serve you
in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through
Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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I chose this prayer because the past few years have
been filled with discord in our world and I pray
everyday for less division among God's people. I
hope that 2021 brings us peace and unity through
Christ our Lord.
Laura Cooley
I was flipping through my prayer book and found
that I had hi-lighted this prayer:
Found on page 814
O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with
beauty:
Open our eyes to behold thy gracious hand in all thy
works;
That, rejoicing in thy whole creation, we may learn
to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him
through whom all things were made, thy Son Jesus
Christ our Lord
I think I chose this particular prayer because I am
always in awe of all that God has created in this
world and I try to always remember to thank him
and to appreciate nature in all its glory.
Martin Minogue
Keep Watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or
watch, or weep this night, and give your angels
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord
Christ, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe
the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous;
and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
This prayer is one we recite often at Compline and
Evening Prayer Services and private prayer. It has
always been one that has spoken to me of tenderness
and caring as a mother, a health care worker and a
Christian. This past year it has become even more a
prayer needed as we have prayed for those stricken
with Covid 19, the battle-weary nurses and doctors
and other first responders. Others who have been in
our prayers requiring major medical assistance of
chemotherapy, dialysis, bone marrow transplants
and organ transplants need our special prayers as we

work, and watch and many times weep for those we
love or lost.
Conni Still
We are blessed with a wealth of prayers stretching
from Thomas Cranmer to late in the 20th century; In
addition to those in our liturgies, check out the
prayer section, beginning on page 814.
Laura Cooley, Scott Harris, Martin Minogue, Conni
Still, Phyllis Voegeli

•

inclement weather kept many of our patrons
away
Rita Hihn for her faithful work on the Altar
Guild

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Bill Beebe, Diane Butler, Gail Davis, Scott Harris,
and Dee Laffin

•

Trees were trimmed.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Michael Daly for providing music each Sunday
and especially on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day
Dan Minogue for providing music on Christmas
Eve
Tracy Classon and Shinaide Polley for putting
together the Children’s Pageant
All the children who participated in the
Children’s Pageant
Summer Immel for reading the Old Testament
lesson on Christmas Eve
Katheryn Polley for narrating the Children’s
Pageant
Martin and Dan Minogue for setting up our
sound system
Ronnie MacDonald, Barbara Greco and Rita
Hihn for doing the Christmas shopping for the
nursing home
Geppie Celauro for plowing the driveway
Conni Still for keeping us informed through the
Epistle and for helping me while I figured out
how to connect Zoom to Facebook
Dee Laffin for her work with the flooring
contractor and the tree service and for ushering
both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
The Food Pantry Volunteers who worked
Christmas Eve to distribute the gifts (and food)
that remained from the previous week when

Snow was plowed and shoveled
Trash was picked up
Food Pantry

The Food Pantry distributed food and
gifts to 70 families on Christmas Eve.

Raise the Roof
Food Pantry Food Donations

Thank you to all who have contributed to this
campaign. The final payment to our loan was made
this month. If you still have payments on your
pledge to make please continue to do so. That will
be placed in the building improvement fund for any
additional expenses.

Prayer for the Parish
Food Pantry Scarves, Hats, Christmas

Food Pantry Toy Donations

6

Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life and bring us all to be
of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If you would like a name added to those who are
sick or in need of our prayers, please let the office
know. We are starting the year with a clean slate.
Thrift Shop Doings
Conni Still, Rita Hihn and Teri Licursi packed up
the winter coats, hats, scarves and gloves into six

large bags and drove them to the Lighthouse
Mission in Bellport. We wanted to give it to our
food pantry families but the problem with Covid
exposure was too great for our patrons and
volunteers. We were warmly received and with
proper masks and distancing the staff there removed
the bags and wished us a very Merry Christmas.
We look forward to reopening soon and pray that
everyone remains healthy. God Bless Us All.

SAVE THE DATES!

Christmas Candle 2020

Wednesday, January 6,2021
Feast of the Epiphany, 7:00 PM Holy Eucharist
Sunday, January 24, 2021
Annual Meeting and Holy Eucharist 9:00 AM
Services are live and on Zoom
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Michael Daly on guitar!

The altar on Christmas Eve

The crèche
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