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St. Paul’s Parish Mission Statement: to be a thriving, loving,
Christ-centered parish; a parish who knows Christ and
makes Christ known.
We take seriously our Baptismal Covenant that says we will
respect the dignity of every human being.
You are welcome to worship with us, to join with us in fellowship, and in
our ministries, regardless of age, economic status, marital status,
nationality, race, sexual orientation or gender identity, ability or
disability, and wherever you are in you your spiritual journey.

A Word from Mother Liz
On August 2 the gospel lesson was the
feeding of the 5,000 from the gospel of Matthew. If
you listen closely you will hear that it was actually
more than 5,000 because the women and children
weren’t counted. That was quite a crowd. When it
gets late in the day the disciples become anxious.
Perhaps they were concerned about the well-being
of the crowd and its need for sustenance or perhaps
they were worried that the crowd might become
unruly.
You can imagine that a hangry crowd could
be dangerous. But Jesus has compassion for them
and tells the disciples to do something. What they
were supposed to do with 5 loaves and 2 fish is hard
to say even though it was not a problem for Jesus.
Trusting his all to God Jesus prays and
breaks the bread and before you know it the
disciples are distributing food to the crowd with so
much food that there were 12 baskets left over.
We are struck by God’s abundance. That
radical gift that multiplies what appears to be
enough food for a small group into enough and more
than enough for all to be satisfied.
the dignity of every human being.

Yes it was a miracle but the miracle of God’s
abundance surprises us every day. St. Paul’s is
experiencing God’s abundance because of you,
those of you who have faithfully maintained your
pledges during this time of uncertainty. Thanks to
you we have been able to keep our heads above
water, to pay our bills, to retain the services of our
Parish Administrator and yours truly. Such
generosity is remarkable and I am profoundly
grateful for the faith that is behind it.
I am grateful that you can see beyond not
being able to attend services on Sunday but have
continued to support our ministry in the absence of
our usual Sunday gathering. Some of you have been
content to read the services that we have mailed or
emailed, others have made the effort to join our
Zoom services. We have even had old friends like
Mary Dykman and Marj Kulesa join us from afar.
Zoom has made distance irrelevant,
God’s abundance is also manifest in the
creativity that energizes our world.
Think about Zoom…Where did Zoom came
from – no I don’t mean that literally, but think about
it, how timely that something would exist that would
enable us to gather virtually with relative ease in a
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pandemic whose effects will continue for many
months beyond our scheduled reopening in
September. God’s abundance gives us enough to
hang on.

Sunday Morning Holy Eucharist
There were more people on the next pages and a
few on smart phones so we only saw their
telephone icons.
So thank you, thank you for following in the
footsteps of the disciples, for following Jesus and
trusting that out of God’s abundance all would be
well. Thank you too to those who are joining us on
Zoom for keeping the connection that we so
desperately need with one another.
Thank you for reaching out to one another,
for participating in the Food Pantry, for maintaining
the grounds, for processing the pledges, for all that
you are as the Body of Christ.
Peace to all and may we be together again
before too long.
Book Study
I know that many of us were shocked and
horrified by the death of George Floyd. For me it
served as a catalyst to try to learn more about the
racism that infects our society.
I have read two books on the subject: White
Fragility by Robin Diangelo which looks at why it is

so hard for white people to talk about racism and
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria by Beverly Daniel Tatum PhD, which
looks at racism and its impact on people of color.
Both were powerful books. What I found
particularly insightful about the book by Robin
Diangelo was learning how we can be racist in a
racist society without holding a conscious dislike of
people because of race.
Racism is more than prejudice and
discrimination. Racism is when a racial group’s
prejudice is backed by legal authority and
institutional control. It’s a system that that begins
with the ideology that one race is superior to
another, which makes it very difficult to challenge
because it is supported by institutional power and
authority …which unfortunately has been the case
throughout the history of our country from the time
that Africans were brought here as slaves and if we
have not been victimized by the system then it is
hard for us to see how it works.
If you are interested in learning more and in
leaning into some of the very real discomfort of
having your perceptions challenged then please join
me in a book study of White Fragility that will begin
in late September. Let me know whether day time
or evening would be better. We will meet by Zoom.
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS


Due to computer issues the email addresses for
the church and for Mother Liz have been
changed. Please update your computer, phone,
or tablet to reflect the new contact information.
stpaulspatchogue@gmail.com
moliztunney@gmail.com



The financial statements for June show that our
pledges are on track and even though our outside
income is down our expenses are also less than
expected so we are holding our own.
In talking with the bishop Mo. Liz learned that
he understands the challenges for small churches
around maintaining cemeteries that do not have
endowments and he hopes to work on a plan to
alleviate the burden. This would be a great relief
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when it comes to our relationship with the
Village of Patchogue which has frequently been
justifiably upset with our inability to care for our
property.
The vestry approved a decision to install WIFI in
the church so ZOOM can continue to be used for
those parishioners who cannot attend church in
person.
Please Stay in Touch with people you have not
heard from. We publish our phone directory for
a reason! Try to join us on Zoom on Sunday
Morning at 10AM and Tuesday for Evening
Prayer at 5 PM.

The Task Force “Working “Together to Worship
Together” met to develop a plan to reopen on
September 6.
This is the plan so far:












Purchase three wall hand sanitizer stands for the
church and parish hall.
Provide masks to those who don’t have one –
but please plan to bring your own.
Measure the church to calculate number of seats
available for social distancing. This has been
done and it can accommodate 28 congregants
and 2 ushers however, according to diocesan
guidelines we have to limit attendees to 25 % of
our average Sunday attendance which is 50. This
means that 12 people (including the ushers) can
attend worship each week. At this rate our usual
attendees to could come to church once a month
– if they so desire. Please remember though that
anyone over 65 or with a compromised immune
system is encouraged to stay home for the time
being.
Remove hymnals and store in the choir room.
Remove prayer books.
Print full service leaflets.
Place the Offertory Plate by the Baptismal Font.
Use Zoom to provide access to in person church
services for those who remain at home.
Limit access to Parish Hall by outside groups.
Send letter to parishioners with attendance
guidelines.

STEWARDSHIP
Participating in our community of faith
through giving.
This pandemic has been a strange experience
which means that whilst some of us are struggling
more than ever financially, others of us find that we
have more at our disposal. No more train fares, no
more filling up with fuel, no more sandwich lunches
in the local café, no more impulse purchases, no
holiday, no theatre, or cinema or tickets – for once
we have more money than month, our bank balance
is actually going up!
If that’s you, you have an opportunity to
make some great financial decisions and maybe get
into super-helpful habits for life. Call it the Savings
and Investment Stairway (it’s inspired by the ant in
Proverbs 6:6-8 and Jesus’ parables in Luke 14:28ff)
and it provides a brilliant guide for how to plan your
finances (in normal times as well as under
lockdown). Think of it as a set of stairs you can
climb to reach a place of financial independence and
peace! Start at the bottom and work your way up.
Step One – give
Always start with that God-discussion. Lord,
how much of what you have given me shall I give
away? (the 90% left to spend generally goes further
than 100% without giving. It’s God’s math!) Shall I
increase my regular giving, make a one-off gift, or
add more to my Stewardship pledge?
Step Two – deal with the debt
Overdrafts, credit cards, car loans – pay
them off as quick as you can (but check that you
don’t incur an early repayment charge). If you have
a mortgage, consider increasing the monthly
payments. With interest rates as low as they are
there is no point paying interest on debt if you have
cash in the bank.
Step Three – save for sleep-easy
Allow your current account balance to rise
until the lowest point it reaches in the month is high
enough to cover one month’s spending. For
example, if, on average, you spend $2,000 per
month, make that the target for the lowest it gets. If
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you don’t like having that much in your current
account, have an instant access account running
parallel which always has that $2,000 in it.
Step Four – save for a rainy day
It can take a while but I recommend aiming
for between 3 and 6 months’ spending saved up. A
rainy day may never come, but then it may. Who
would have predicted a national lock-down a year
ago? The biblical ant storing its provisions in the
good times is deemed to be wise (Proverbs 6:6-8).
Step Five – save for a purpose
What are your God-given plans for life? If
they cost money, start saving. Weddings, house
moves, education costs, car replacement. If you
think God has made you for early retirement so that
you can give your time to mission (for example),
talk to a Financial Planner to work out what you
need to save to achieve that goal.

NEWS FROM PATHOGUE
Hello All,
The Village Board of Trustees, as requested by our
Chamber, the Village of Patchogue has approved
weekly Sunday closures of East Main Street,
between Maple Avenue & Ocean Avenue and
West Main Street, between Ocean Avenue &
West Avenue, 11am-8pm. This will begin
Sunday, June 28.
As of now, we do not know how long this
will last, but it is anticipated it would last through
the remainder of the Summer at a minimum.
Please keep in mind that all North /South
running roads will remain open at all times. North &
South Ocean will remain open as normal during
Sunday dining closures.

Step Six – speculate and donate
You’ve reached the landing! If you have
climbed all those steps and still have money left
over then you probably don’t need it. Ask the Lord
what he wants you to do with it: give it away?
Support social enterprises? Financial planners call
this the distribution phase and it should be a point of
prayer and careful thought.
The fact is that many, many of us are
hopping up and down on the first two steps. But
knowing what the next steps look like provides a
great decision-making framework for good
stewardship. We live by faith in God to provide, but
we should also look after what he has provided, look
up the stairs – and plan ahead. Martin Minogue
From St. Paul’s Stewardship Committee
Laura Cooley, Scott Harris, Martin Minogue,
Conni Still, Phyllis Voegeli

Please also know that any business in the
Village that wants to use sidewalk space to
conduct business is allowable, with Village
permission, on any day, including for the Sunday
dining nights. I encourage everyone to take
advantage of this. A permit and permission from
Village is required, but if you reach me I can get that
process started.
As always, anyone needing to reach me can
at 631-793-6172.
Thank you,
David Kennedy
Executive Director
THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Congratulations to the Food Pantry on receiving a
$750 from the Patchogue COAD on July 22, in
recognition for their work throughout the pandemic.
Thanks to Laura and Robin Cooley for their work
with Shopping Angels
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Mike Janoska, community member and Food Pantry
volunteer for repairing the storm door on the side of
the church.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Thanks be to God that Hurricane Isaias left us with a
mess of small downed branches but no major
disasters!
Raise the Roof
Thank you to all who have contributed to this and
who continue to do so. It’s not too late to make a
donation. We have an outstanding balance of $3,164
9 months to go!

Food Pantry
The Food Pantry needs food. So many people are in
need that the numbers we have been serving have
increased and we are seeing many new faces.
Contact Judy Celauro or Diane Butler if you have
food to donate. Please consider making this a
regular stop after shopping. Meat is particularly
scarce so picking up an extra package of
hamburgers, hot dogs or chicken, could be really
helpful.
Remember that God's abundance, those loaves and
fishes, really overflows when we let it.
Last year’s work and this year’s beauty!

Bill Beebe, Diane Butler, Gail Davis, Scott Harris,
Teresa Julian and Dee Laffin
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Thrift Shop Doings

Please include in your prayers this month:
Craig, Dylan & Family, Ed, Linda, Mike, Marcy,
Janis, Niki, Martin, Bill, Jeannine, Pauline, Dawn,
Joanne, Kenny, Janine, Tony, Mother Liz, Peggy,
Robert, Marilyn, Matthew, Liz, Val, Kim & Family,
Margaret, Linda, Bob, John, Buddy and Mary, Alice,
Tony, Jim, Jack, and the people of Beirut.

Prayer for the Parish
Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life and bring us all to be
of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Thrift Shop is closed for the duration. I am
submitting reminder notices to the local papers. We
are planning how to reopen with wearing masks and
gloves. Keeping social distancing and limiting
numbers of customers shopping and requiring them
to wear masks also. We have been in touch with our
volunteers. Please keep your clean, virus free
donations until we reopen.
We look forward to reopening soon and pray that
everyone remains healthy. God Bless Us All.
Respectfully Submitted,
Conni Still

http://buysellgraphic
.com/

Back to School – whatever that means!!! is right
around the corner and Dee Laffin is collecting
notebooks and supplies for the Easter Farmworkers’
children. Please consider contributing to her efforts
on their behalf. Leave a message in the office if you
are able to help.

SAVE THE DATES!
The 154th Convention of the Diocese of Long
Island will be held virtually and will convene
on Saturday, November 14, 2020, 9:00 am – 3:00
pm.
The old “Rugged Cross” came through the
storm…thank goodness it wasn’t atop the steeple!
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