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St. Paul’s Parish Mission Statement: to be a thriving, loving,
Christ-centered parish; a parish who knows Christ and
makes Christ known.
We take seriously our Baptismal Covenant that says we will
respect the dignity of every human being.
You are welcome to worship with us, to join with us in
fellowship, and in our ministries, regardless of age, economic
status, marital status, nationality, race, sexual orientation or
gender identity, ability or disability, and wherever you are in
your spiritual journey.

A Word from Mother Liz
It’s hard to believe that we have not been
able tothe
worship
a community
dignitytogether
of every as
human
being. since the
rd
3 Sunday of Lent. I miss you all, I miss presiding
at the altar and preaching to a live congregation. I
miss the Thrift Shop and all its volunteers. I miss
meeting with the vestry and the Finance Committee,
the Stewardship Committee, Buildings and Grounds,
and the Christian Formation Committee. Well some
of that is a stretch but you know what I mean. And
don’t get me started on being able to go shopping on
a whim.
I am sure there are many more things that
we are all missing but right now, those of you who
have been furloughed or asked to take a pay cut,
those removed from family members who are ill,
and those parents trying to work from home while
their children are also at home.
I am glad for health. Those of you who are
recovering or are still in the throes of dealing with
the Corona Virus know well that it is nothing to fool
around with and that it is far better for us all to err
on the side of caution than to risk careless
interactions and start the plague all over again.

Last week in the clergy’s zoom meeting with
the bishop we heard that it will be mid- June before
we can consider beginning to open and even then it
will be a phased in process.
When I hear those words, and yes they were
expected my first thought was ugh, I am so tired of
this. Nevertheless I am so grateful for the
faithfulness of those who have continued to worship,
whether by reading morning prayers, or attending
Zoom services offered by another church. I know
Father Hickman is always delighted when you join
him during the St James’ Zoom services on Sunday.
I am also profoundly grateful for those of you who
have continued to send in your pledges. As Conni
says, things are still going on and bills need to be
paid and it is your contributions that make that
possible. Since our buildings for any kind of group
activity we no longer have income coming in from
the 12- Step Groups, the Thrift Shop or the karate
school. Everyone’s contribution counts - so if you
are wondering whether your contribution makes a
difference, the answer is yes!!!
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
A virtual vestry meeting was scheduled on April16,
2020 but we did not have a quorum so the meeting
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was cancelled. The few members who were present
used the opportunity to just visit for a short time and
received a Blessing from Mother Liz.

THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


STEWARDSHIP
Participating in our community of faith through
giving
Our community has become different in the last six
weeks. It looks like a square screen, rectangular
phone screen, or an open door and wave across the
street to the neighbor who is bringing in his trash
pails at the same time. Some of us are able to use
Zoom or Face Time and contact friends or family
and the rest are restricted by voice on the phone.
Thankfully we have dedicated volunteers at St.
Paul’s that are manning our Food Pantry to give
food every Thursday and are making sure it is done
in the proper way to keep social distancing. We also
have some volunteers who are delivering groceries
for people who cannot get to the stores.
Mother Liz was a real example of giving to our
parish community with her making sure we had
opportunity to worship through Holy Week and
Easter with virtual services and her sending her
excellent sermons via email and snail mail. Since we
all are missing our opportunity to worship together,
having this boost of faith meant a lot to us.










Kudos to the Food Pantry volunteers for
continuing to distribute food under
challenging conditions.
Barbara Lapinski for keeping up with the
bills.
Martin Minogue for keeping up with the
pledges.
Ronny Pliszak for coming in as needed.
Gail Davis for doing the fancy brickwork
around the front of the parish hall.
Dee Laffin for arranging for Nicholas
Harding Landscaping to do a thorough yard
clean up, especially the north side of the St.
Nicholas wing.
Those who have kept up with their pledges.
Congratulations to Barbara Ruest on the
births of her granddaughter Lavin Ann
Billet, April 4, 2020.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
On nice days the B&G have been working on the
grounds. Thank you.

How can we achieve our Stewardship goals this
month? Remember that our parish community is still
here although separated. The buildings are there and
are used by our Rector, Parish Administrator,
Treasurer, and Counters. The bills are coming in for
the utilities, the loan for the Raise the Roof
Fundraiser, salaries, insurance and if no pledges
come in we will be in financial trouble. Please
remember to mail in your pledges and participate in
our community of faith through giving.
Keep safe and God Bless You.
Conni Still
Scott Harris, Martin Minogue, Conni Still, Phyllis
Voegeli

Raise the Roof
Thank you to all who have contributed to this and
who continue to do so. We only have one year to go.
If you have been wondering how to contribute just
send a check with Raise the Roof in the memo line
and we will be most grateful for your contribution!
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Best wishes from your B&G team
Bill Beebe, Diane Butler, Gail Davis, Scott Harris,
Teresa Julian and Dee Laffin
Please include in your prayers this month:
A much needed clean-up of the north side of the
Nicholas wing

Beautifying the front of the parish hall with new
planting, decorative pavers, and grass seed

Craig Shaber, Dylan & Family, Ed Smith,Linda
Bocca, Mike, Marcy, Lillian Hemmert, Janis
McEvoy, Nikki,Phyllis Trypuc,Martin Gunkel, Bill
Whyland, Jeannine Cranor, ,Conni Still, Pauline
Minogue, Rosemary & Larry Smith, Seamus Butler,
Dawn, Joanne, Kenny, Janine Hope, Sara Lonchar,
Tony Bennet, Mother Liz, Daniel & Family, Peggy
Raiona, Robert Fardella, Marilyn Moonan, Ken &
Jen Russo, Dana Sauro, Matthew Briggs, Liz
Simmons, Val, Bruce Licursi, Jean Howard, Stanley
Bennet, Kim & Family, Jack Carson,Michael, John,
Mary, and Brian Daly, Zoey Hansson, Buddy
Dichara, Mark Pyskoty
Prayer for the Parish
Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life and bring us all to be
of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Thrift Shop Doings

The Thrift Shop is closed for the duration. I am
submitting reminder notices to the local papers. We
will plan a celebratory sale when we reopen. We
have been in touch with our volunteers. Please keep
your clean, virus free donations until we reopen.
We look forward to reopening soon and pray that
everyone remains healthy. God Bless Us All.
Respectfully Submitted,
Conni Still

Food Pantry
The Food Pantry serves families by bag and grab
until the quarantine is over.

Grab and go bags staged to preserve safe distances

Shopping Angels New York
Laura Cooley is one of the coordinators
leading the efforts for Shopping Angels New York to
connect vulnerable populations to volunteers
wanting to support them. Shopping Angels is an
international volunteer program founded by Jayde
Powell, an Honors pre-medical student at the
University of Nevada, Reno in mid-March 2020.
Our mission statement reads as follows:
Shopping Angels is a program designed to
provide services to those populations deemed
especially at-risk for the novel COVID-19 virus that
is spreading throughout the United States. To help
ease the uncertainty, anxiety, and fear surrounding
this pandemic, we are volunteering our time to
personally deliver groceries or other shopping
necessities to those who may prefer to stay within
the safety of their own home at no additional cost.

Volunteers observing safety protocols as they
prepare the bags for distribution

Shopping Angels can also deliver to
individuals infected with COVID-19, but this status
must be disclosed to the volunteer so that both
parties can exercise strict caution during the
delivery.
This program began as a local effort to
provide free delivery services to clients in the Las
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Vegas and Reno, NV communities. It has now
grown to encompass 6,000+ volunteers across the
United States - in every state - with international
branches in Australia and Canada.
To volunteer or to receive assistance fill out the
Google form (https://tinyurl.com/shoppingangelsregister)* to give us information on how close they
are to each other, and we give that information to
state coordinators.
The state coordinator(s) reaches out and asks if a
volunteer can help, and then assigns the able and
healthy volunteer to a client. The volunteer then
receives an email regarding protocol and the client’s
address. From here, the volunteer will reach out to
the client to coordinate a shopping trip and delivery!
Use Laura’s phone number for questions and the
email address is: shoppingangelsny@gmail.com
You can find other information on the national
Facebook Page,
www.facebook.com/shoppingangelsinc.
Our state has a group that interested members can
join to get connected with others in their state. We
also have a website:
https://shoppingangelsglobal.org/
Yard Sale!
As you begin your Spring Cleaning, or your
COVID-19 trapped-in-the-house-cleaning, please set
aside your saleable items to donate to the Yard Sale
and keep them at YOUR HOUSE until the week
before the sale. At this point the date is TBD. See
Dee Laffin or Laura Cooley will be coordinating
once we can reopen.

Winner of the Easter Peep Bunny: Ronnie
MacDonald. Photo in her front yard!

From the Editor
Thanks to technology I was able to participate in
Holy Week Services on the computer. Thanks to
Mother Liz I was able to connect to Christ Church,
St. James Brookhaven, St. Ann’s Sayville and Our
Savior Lutheran Church and worship while being
self-isolating. Then we had a Zoom Coffee Hour on
Easter and got to say hello to nine friends and it was
so nice to see their faces and hear their voices. I
pray that we will all be together very soon and that
the church will be filled with all of you grateful to
be together again. Meanwhile stay home, stay safe
and wash your hands and wear your masks!
Conni
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