St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Bulk Rate

31 Rider Avenue

US
Postage

Patchogue, New York 11772

Paid
Permit No.
00000
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mailing Address
Street Number and Name
City, State 98765-4321

Vestry
Wardens: Conni Still and Cathie Pliszak
Emeke Azinge, Diane Butler, Barbara Greco, Charles Klagges, Martin Immel Jr., Maurine Jacobs, Teresa Julian,
Ronnie MacDonald, Nancy Western
Clerk: Conni Still
Treasurer: Barbara Lapinski
Editor: Conni Still
Parish
Office Phone: 631-475-3078

Thrift Shop Phone: 631-307-9154

E-mail:stpaulschurchny@optimnumn.net
Website:www.stpaulspatchogue.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:30 AM- 1:00 PM Office Closed on Mondays
Rector: the Rev. Elisabeth E. Tunney
Parish Administrator: Ronny Pliszak
Parish Ministers: All the People of St. Paul’s
.

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE
Vol.XIX ed.3

MARCH 2020
St. Paul’s Parish Mission Statement: to be a thriving, loving,
Christ-centered parish; a parish who knows Christ and
makes Christ known.
We take seriously our Baptismal Covenant that says we will
respect the dignity of every human being.
You are welcome to worship with us, to join with us in
fellowship, and in our ministries, regardless of age, economic
status, marital status, nationality, race, sexual orientation or
gender identity, ability or disability, and wherever you are in
your spiritual journey.

A Word from Mother Liz

In my sermon on Ash Wednesday I
challenged
those of
present
to do something
radical
the dignity
every human
being.
throughout Lent, something that actually
contradicted what Jesus was telling us in the gospel
– and that is to proclaim what you are doing when it
comes to alms-giving, fasting, praying, studying
scripture, and reconciliation. It’s a way to remind
people that normal, everyday Christians are out and
about in the world.
No, I don’t mean for you to boast about your
Lenten disciplines but when you are fasting and
people ask why you won’t partake of the office
birthday cake, or order a non-alcoholic beverage
instead of a beer, or why you are skipping lunch,
just mention that it is part of your Lenten discipline
– using whatever language you feel comfortable
with.
If you are giving alms, make it a point to
contribute with a reference to Lent. Or, if you are
paying it forward, wish someone a profitable or
productive Lent – not profitable in the financial
sense, of course, but profitable in that their own
observance of Lent might bring them spiritual
satisfaction.

In calling attention to your prayer life you
might use a coffee break to spend a few minutes
talking to God, or just listening for God – and if it is
too much of a stretch in the workplace, try it at
home as a way to demonstrate to the other members
of your household that you are taking your prayer
life seriously. Other opportunities for prayer include
waiting in traffic, waiting in the grocery line, or in
the doctor’s office. It’s much better for the blood
pressure than resenting and resisting the enforced
inactivity!
There are many ways to incorporate bible
study into your Lenten discipline. You could read a
psalm every day, or a chapter from scripture – like
the Gospel of Mark which is the shortest gospel. The
easiest way is to use the Daily Office by going to
www.missionstclare.com where you can do
Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, or Compline
without having to crack a book. Or if you prefer to
use a book but are looking for something a bit
shorter turn to pages 137-140 in the Book of
Common Prayer where are Daily Devotions for
morning, noon, early evening, and the close of day.
If you prefer a message with your readings, use
Forward Day by Day which is available in the
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entrance to the Parish Hall. It’s easy enough to start
a habit during Lent and you will be glad you did.
The last Lenten discipline involves
reconciliation reaching out to those who have
wronged us and offering forgiveness. Obviously
there needs to be some hope of understanding the
wrong that was done in order to restore a
relationship but if that isn’t possible at least begin
praying for those who have wronged you so that you
do not become a victim of your own anger and hurt.
Conversely if there is someone you have wronged
this is an opportunity to reach out and ask for
forgiveness. And if you are not quite ready for that
step I encourage you to use the Act of
Reconciliation which is what we call Confession in
the Episcopal Church. Although we make a
corporate confession each week sometimes
something more direct and personal needs to be
forgiven. Just speak with me to set up a time. It is an
opportunity for confidential conversation, a prayer,
absolution, and the relief of a burden.
Wherever you choose to focus your Lenten
disciplines this Lent may your Lent be blessed and
fruitful!
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Mother Liz reviewed the situation of St. Paul’s
ownership of part of Lakeview cemetery and our
trying to divest ourselves of this responsibility.
We have established the “Spare Change Fundraiser”
to raise money for new lights and fans for Phipps
Hall.
Mike and Barbara Greco made a decorative Bunny
plaque to raffle and gave out tickets for us to sell.
Hopefully we can raise a lot!
New vestry members are required to take Safe
Church Training. See mother Liz to take it on line or
to schedule a class.

STEWARDSHIP

Participating in our community of faith through
giving
Lent is a time when we remember how our
dear Lord Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice and gave
his life for not just you and me, but for the world.
People in this world should be aware that we have a
responsibility to make the world a better place, not
just for ourselves but for other living things as well.
People have the great power to be stewards of the
trees and animals that we share this great world
with. Lent is an opportunity to ponder not only how
we can make this world better for people, but for
every living thing.
If you lay down on the ground and look up at
the trees, it seems as though they are reaching up to
God, trying to thrive in the light of God’s love. That
is, until somebody with a chainsaw comes along and
cuts the tree down. There may be reasons that this
happens, such as progress, but not much
consideration is given to the loss of a living thing.
Yet people have a responsibility to take more
seriously the great responsibility that God has given
us by making us His counterparts in His image.
God’s love is for the world, not just people.
I’m not saying that we shouldn’t try to help
the poor and hungry at Lent, we should always try to
help the poor. That’s what Jesus told us we should
do. More thought should be given to how we can
make this weary world a better place. We are very
fortunate that we have our wonderful church, which
does so much good in the community through the
grace of God and the fabulously generous people in
our congregation. We can help our world by
praying for our oceans and forests and wildlife
during the Lent season as a good start. We should be
grateful to God that He sustains us and continues to
bless us.
Scott Harris for the stewardship committee.
Laura Cooley, Martin Minogue, Conni Still, Phyllis
Voegeli

THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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All those who cooked and cleaned and served and
contributed to the Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday
All those who attended the Pancake supper on Shrove
Tuesday
Michael Daly for keeping our website up-todate
Conni Still for putting together the newsletter and
updating our Facebook pages
Gail Davis for cleaning out the shelves and bookcases in
the Swing Room (formerly the Chapel)
Dee Laffin, unsung hero of the 8:00 Coffee Hour
Ronnie MacDonald for overseeing the Sunshine Fund
All our acolytes, young and old
All Thrift Shop volunteers
Phyllis Voegeli for putting together the liturgical
calendar

Thank you to all who have contributed to this and who
continue to do so, We will be ssending out an update this
month since we only have one year to go. It’s not too

late to begin to pledge, the work is ongoing, see the
office for a pledge card.
Please include in your prayers this month:

Craig Shaber, Dylan & Family, Ed
Smith,Linda Bocca, Mike, Marcy, Lillian
Hemmert, Janis McEvoy, Nikki,Phyllis
Trypuc,Martin Gunkel, Bill Whyland,
Jeannine Cranor, ,Conni Still, Pauline
Minogue, Rosemary & Larry Smith, Seamus
Butler, Dawn, Joanne, Kenny, Janine Hope,
Sara Lonchar, Tony Bennet, Mother Liz,
Daniel & Family, Peggy Raiona, Robert
Fardella, Marilyn Moonan, Ken & Jen
Russo, Dana Sauro, Matthew Briggs, Liz
Simmons, Val, Bruce Licursi, Jean Howard,
Stanley Bennet, Kim & Family, Jack Carson
Prayer for the Parish

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Best wishes from your B&G team
Bill Beebe, Diane Butler, Gail Davis, Scott Harris,
Teresa Julian and Dee Laffin

Almighty and everliving God,ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family.Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life and bring us all to be
of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thrift Shop Doings

Thrift Shop Vestry Report January 2020

Raise the Roof

We are off to a wonderful start for 2020, close to
$1400.00 for the month of January. This is due, in
part, to our decision to raise our prices nearly across
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the board for the first time in almost 7 years. None
of our customers have complained at all, so it must
be a reasonable increase. Things are running
smoothly and we are happily using our professional,
neat, new sign. Conni is employing Facebook’s
“Marketplace” to feature some of our more
expensive/and/or vintage pieces for people to see
who might not be customers yet. We are
experiencing some surprising success with this. On
March 4th Teri Licursi, Ronnie MacDonald, Conni
and I will be attending the diocesan seminar on
Church-run Thrift Shops at St. Mark’s, Islip.
One of our parishioners did some Spring cleaning
and brought us some vintage jewelry and they were
in a box from the old Rose Jewelers on Main Street.
The jeweler that helps us with appraising expensive
pieces formerly worked at Rose Jewelers so I
brought the box to him for a nice memory. He was
very thrilled because it was an original box from the
original founder. How nice to bring him that little bit
of history to make his day.

SAVE THE DATES!
March 8, Daylight Saving Time Begins! Set Your
Clocks Ahead One Hour!
March 12, 2020 7PM
Dear Parishioners,
Another PAINT NIGHT will be held on Thursday,
March 12th at 7pm here at St. Paul's in the parish
hall. Cost is $35.00. In the office is a copy of the
plaque that we will be painting. It can be done in
either yellow or pink. Refreshments will be
served.Contact Barbara Greco at (631) 289-9611
Join us for Laetere Sunday, Refreshment
Sunday, Mothering Sunday, and/or Rose Sunday
however you call it, join us for the
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Community Brunch In St. Paul’s Parish Hall

Respectfully submitted,

SUNDAY, March 22 at 9:00 am

Jeannine Cranor and Conni Still

Hosted by the Stewardship Committee
Raffle Drawing for 3 ½ Foot tall Peep Bunny (see
poster for exact photo)

Volunteers are needed to host the coffee
hours after the 8 and 10 o’clock services. Sharon
Minogue will give you all the instruction on how to
make delicious coffee and where all the equipment
is kept,

Benefit for St. Paul’s Church
Tickets $1.00 or 6 for $5.00
Food Pantry

The Food Pantry served 209 families in January
439adults,308 children and 49 over 65.

See Ronny in the Office or Vestry Members to buy
tickets
April 5, 2020 Palm Sunday
Holy Week- Services to be announced
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April 12, 2020 Easter Day

Tracy, Daniel and Brianna

May 24, 2020 Yard Sale! As you begin your Spring
Cleaning please set aside your saleable items to
donate to the Yard Sale and keep them at YOUR
HOUSE until the week before the sale. See Dee
Laffin or Laura Cooley and let them know when you
can volunteer. Thank you, Building and Grounds
and Stewardship and Fund Raising Committees.

Scott and Jackie, my pancakes waiting while
I take pictures!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Nancy, Alexis, Tony and Anthony Fava IV
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Kitchen Crew, Rita, Barbara, Cathie and Ronnie

Delicious Pancakes ladies

Diane Butler Baptized February 23,2020

Happy Line Up

“Thrift Shop Budget finally bought a brand new sign
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From the Editor
I hope you have had the opportunity to read the
letters of appreciation that we have received from
our donations made to many organizations at
Christmas. The letters have been posted on the
bulletin board as you enter the Parish Hall. Keep up
to date with notices on activities and mail for the
parish.
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