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St. Paul’s Parish Mission Statement:
to be a thriving, loving,
Christ-centered parish; a parish who knows Christ and makes
Christ known.
We take seriously our Baptismal Covenant that says we will respect
the dignity of every human being.
You are welcome to worship with us, to join with us in fellowship, and
in our ministries, regardless of age, economic status, marital status,
nationality, race, sexual orientation or gender identity, ability or
disability, and wherever you are in your spiritual journey.

A Word
from
Mother
Liz
the dignity
of every
human
being.
Lenten Moments of Grace
As we move through Lent we begin to
experience that repentance brings forgiveness and
with it grace and the possibility of transformation. I
experienced one of those moments on Ash
Wednesday when I invited members of the AA
group to receive ashes after their meeting.
The church was beautiful that night and
Michael Daly, Scott Harris, and Frank Getz were
practicing their music for Sunday on the chancel. I
stood in the middle of the knave and waited,
wondering if anyone would come.
And come they did by twos and threes until
almost a dozen people came through. Before
imposing ashes on each person I asked if there was
anyone for whom I should pray. Each person offered
names and relationships, slowly, as if they could
quite believe they were being asked. In several
instances tears came to their eyes. It was powerful
and humbling.
Grace.

Holy Week
Holy Week is upon us and this is the most
sacred week in our liturgical calendar. The best way
to experience the joy of Easter is to attend the
services of Holy week.
On Palm Sunday we experience the jarring
paradox of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem
with a dramatic reading of the Passion, this year
according to the gospel of Luke.
On Monday-Wednesday of Holy Week I
will offer Evening Prayer in the Chapel at 5:30 pm.
On Maundy Thursday we remember the
“Last Supper” when Jesus instituted the celebration
of the Eucharist, when he took the bread, broke it,
gave it to his disciples and said “do this for the
remembrance of me” and then when he took the cup
of wine and said” whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.” We also remember that
commandment that Jesus gave to his disciples, to
love one another as he loved them. We model this
love by washing each other’s feet.
Our discomfort with foot-washing is
understandable. To have someone else wash our feet
is to expose, for many of us, a most unlovely portion
of our anatomy. It makes us vulnerable and it
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renders us beholden to someone else. Neither of
these is easy. Foot washing is a real act of humility,
even more so than being willing to wash someone
else’s feet. It is much easier to give than to receive.
Giving leaves us in control receiving the
ministrations of another forces us to surrender our
control and for that reason it is a fitting end to the
season of Lent, an act of penitence and an act of
mutuality in which the person ministering becomes
the person being ministered to. For this reason we
will all have the opportunity to wash each other’s
feet and I encourage you to pray about participating
in this ritual.
Since this foot-washing is both symbolic and
real, please be prepared to have both of your feet
washed and wear shoes (no pantyhose) that are easy
to slip on and off.
At the end of the service we will strip the
altar and remove any decorations from the church.
This reminds us that what we worship is about to be
taken from us.
This year we will celebrate Maundy
Thursday at Christ Church in Bellport. The
service will be preceded by an Agape Meal at 6:00
pm. An Agape meal recalls the fellowship meals
that the early Christians used to share before
celebrating the Eucharist. It is a simple meal of
bread and cheese and soup. More details will follow.
Good Friday, the day on which our Lord
was crucified, is recognized as a day for fasting,
abstinence, and penitence. There will be two Good
Friday Liturgies, one at noon and one at 7:00 at St.
James, Brookhaven. No Eucharist is celebrated on
this day.
We will also offer a Liturgy of Stations of
the Cross at 3:00 pm. The Stations of the Cross are
the 14 black and white etchings mounted over a
small wooden cross that you see around the walls of
the church. These pictures represent the stages of
Jesus’ journey to the cross from Pilate’s house to his
burial. At this service we follow his footsteps,
pausing in front of each of the pictures to meditate
and pray. This is a service that reflects the practices
of early pilgrims to Jerusalem who would actually

retrace the footsteps of Jesus’ final journey. During
the Middle Ages the Franciscans popularized the
Stations of the Cross as a local spiritual devotion.
The Easter Vigil celebrates the resurrection
of our Lord and the return of Light of Christ. We
read the great stories of God’s work in the world,
beginning with creation and ending with Jesus’
appearance to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
according to the Gospel of John. This year we will
be celebrating the Easter Vigil at the Lutheran
Church of Our Savior in Patchogue at 5:00 pm.
On Easter Sunday we will celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord. We will light the Paschal
candle at the 8:00 service and the children will
participate in the flowering of the cross at the 10:00
service.
May this Holy Week lead us all to
experience the joy of the Resurrection.
Vestry Highlights









The Cemetery Restoration Committee will honor
Hans Henke & Steve Gill for their dedicated
work on the historic sites on April 28, 2019. The
vestry voted to make a $250 donation from the
tithes of the Fashion Show and Spring Fair for
this event.
Nancy Fava and Ronnie MacDonald will be the
delegates to the diocesan convention this year.
Dee Laffin and Martin Minogue have taken the
course to become Licensed Eucharistic
Ministers.
Teresa Julian and Barbara Greco have
volunteered to become hostesses for National
Conservancy Sacred Sites visits on May 18,
2019.
Our Music Director Erica Murase was not able
to renew her visa so we will be looking for a
new Music Director.
We are waiting for a response from our
insurance company before we can go ahead with
the needed repairs to the steeple, new shingles
and flashing.
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We made a donation to the Patchogue
Ambulance Company.
We made a donation to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the Zion AME Methodist
Episcopal Church of Patchogue.
Volunteers needed to establish a task force to
plan one FUN activity to raise money, a FUNd
raiser!

EASTER DAY (2017)

Stewardship Committee
Our Faith Community Seeking to do God’s
Work
Over the past few weeks my friends at St.
Paul’s have been asking me if I had put a cot in the
Thrift Shop. I have been here almost every day,
between Thrift Shop, Lenten programs, committee
meetings, choir practice and church services. And I
keep seeing some of the same people in these
events, members of our faith community, coming in
and out to set up the altar, weed gardens, deliver
food for the pantry, bringing donations to the thrift
shop and staying to work awhile, setting up coffee
hour, and coming together on Sunday to share the
Holy Eucharist.
And as we see all of the congregation
involved in these different activities we recognize
how much of God’s work is being done, in small
amounts, but all with the same love and care that St.
Paul’s is known for. We are feeding the hungry,
providing clothing for the needy, and offering many
opportunities to hear God’s words. Please remember
that your pledges will also provide for the buildings
to do this work in God’s name. If you can keep your
pledge up to date then we will fulfill our
stewardship goal for this year. I pray that we will
continue to seek to do God’s work in Jesus name.
Amen.
Conni Still
Your Stewardship Committee:
Phyllis Voegeli, Conni Still, Laura Cooley, Scott
Harris, and Liz Tunney

THE QUEEN OF FEASTS
Following the most important feast,
the Eucharist, we invite you to contribute a sample
of your favorite Easter treat for us to enjoy together
at our coffee hours’ “feasts”.
Buildings and Grounds

Can you give us an hour to clean up our grounds
after the 10:00 service on Palm Sunday, April 14?

Do You Have Keys To Our St. Paul’s
Kingdom?
If you have keys to any door in the church or parish
hall please let Ronny Pliszak parish administrator
know. List your name and your contact information,
phone and email. Thank you.
3

Thanksgivings and Acknowledgments






Raise the Roof



Thanks to all who have contributed to this and who



continue to do so; we’ll have updates for you in a
couple of months. It’s not too late to begin to pledge,
the work is ongoing, see the office for a pledge card.



Please include in your prayers this month:
Those who are sick or in need:
Craig Shaber, Dylan & Family, Ed Smith, Linda
Bocca, Mike, Marcy, Lillian Hemmert, Janis
McEvoy, Nikki, Phyllis Trypuc, Martin Gunkel,
BillWhyland, Bruce Demler, Mary Lou Immel,
JeannineCranor, Emeka Azinge, Shirley Bleecher,
Conni Still,Ken Cooley, Pauline Minogue, Donna
T.,Lucille Clark, Wilma Cooley Zeldin, Lisa,
Daniel,Rosemary & Larry Smith, Seamus Butler,
Mikki & Family, Eliana Wishnevsky, Sandra,
Lorraine, Lee Beckmen, Ronny Pliszak

The Departed –
Those who are serving in the armed forces and
their families:
Samantha Schwartz, Nicolas LoRusso







Michael Daly for providing transportation for
our substitute organist.
Dee laffin for helping to set up and clean up for
the Lenten Program.
Theresa Julian for co-facilitating our book study
of The Path.
Cindy Lavalle for managing the paperwork for
the Food Pantry.
Phyllis Voegeli for putting together the bulletin.
Barbara Lapinski for catching the fraudulent
attempts on our checking account.
Everyone who brought food for our Rose
Sunday Brunch.
Dee Laffin and Martin Minogue for setting up
the Rose Sunday Brunch.
Phyllis Voegeli for last minutes brunch
preparations.
Cathie Pliszak and Diane Smith for brunch clean
up.
All the new Thrift Shop volunteers.
Katheryn Polley for double acolyte duty.
All the ushers.
Pastor Kevin O’Hara for bring his projector and
screen each week of our Lenten program
Thrift Shop
Thrift Shop Doings

February was the shortest month of the year
and we closed one of those days due to chancy
weather. And, because the weather was so chancy,
our foot traffic was down considerably. We began to
keep a record of how many people come into the
shop and what the weather is like on a day to day
basis. It’s interesting that those two things (after
only one month’s recording) seem to have had a
smaller effect on our bottom line than we thought
they might. The bottom line for February 2019 was
$837.34 so we missed our target figure of $1000.00.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeannine Cranor and Conni Still
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St. Clare’s Guild
It’s a new year and we need to become more
regular in our attendance while we plan out our
projects for year 2019.
Crochet Projects
 We usually have at least one project that is
charity-driven and is in aide of some larger
effort. Let’s all scout around and see what is
out there this year and discuss our ideas at
the Friday, February 15th meeting.
 Then we need a group project we can all
work on together (such as, for example an
afghan or blanket) that we can sell tickets for
as a fund raiser for the Christmas Fair
Personal Projects
 Each of us may also be working on our own
personal projects which may be any sort of
needlecraft, sewing, knitting, embroidery or
crochet.
 We meet on Friday at 2:30 pm in the Thrift
Shop. Please call Jeannine or Conni at 631307-9154 if you cannot attend so we don’t
wait for you. Thanks.




Lenten Program Beginning March 12, 7 PMThe Last Seven Words of Christ- Coffee and Tea
ONLY!
April 6 &7 Cemetery Clean Up. Please bring
rakes, gloves, bags. Wear your St. Paul’s tee
shirts. Thanks for your participation!
April 13: Stony Brook University Baroque
Ensemble Concert 7:00 PM
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE









April 14-Palm Sunday: The Liturgy of the
Palms and Holy Eucharist , 8:00 and 10:00
April 18- Maundy Thursday
6:00 PM Soup Supper Agape Meal
7:00 PM Holy Eucharist
Christ Church, 64 South Country Road, Bellport
April 19- Good Friday Liturgy
12 Noon
3-PM A Service of Stations of the Cross
7:00 PM Good Friday Liturgy at St. James
Church, 260 Beaver Dam Road,Brookhaven
April 20- Easter Vigil
5:00 PM at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,
231 Jayne Avenue Patchogue
April 21- Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter
Day
8:00 Holy Eucharist Rite I, Lighting of the
Paschal Candle

10:00 Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Choir and
Flowering of the Cross
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Coffee Hour
Volunteers are needed to host the coffee
hours after the 8 and 10 o’clock services. Sharon
Minogue will give you all the instruction on how to
make delicious coffee and where all the equipment
is kept, and the goodies are up to your imagination
and baking or shopping skills! Best of all you can be

April 28- Our Cemetery Restoration Committee will
honor Hans Henke & Steve Gill for their dedicated
work on the historic sites.All are invited, tickets
631-207-1000.

reimbursed for your purchases. Please see Sharon to
sign up.

12-3 PM $15/person Door prizes & Baskets

SAVE THE DATES!

May 4, 2019 Saturday, Thrift Shop Fashion Show
and Luncheon
Tickets available in Thrift Shop
June 1, Saturday: Flea Market and Vendor SaleSee Cathie Pliszak to rent a table!
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The group watched the video and then lively
discussion followed.
From “Joke of the Day”

Ronny Pliszak received a special blessing and laying
on of hands by the congregation as we prayed for
her to have successful surgery and quick recovery to
return to us and her job as parish administrator.

The congregation of a small stone church
decided that the stone which formed the step up to
the front door had become too worn by its years of
use, and would have to be replaced. As a sign of the
faithfulness of members over the years, the stone
had a pronounced dip in the middle, well-worn by
parishioners entering and leaving the chapel.
Unfortunately, there were hardly any funds
available for the replacement. Then someone came
up with the bright idea that the replacement could be
postponed for many years by simply turning the
block of stone over.
They discovered that their greatgrandparents had beaten them to it.

Our Lenten Program Clergy: Mother Liz, Father
Hickman, Father Terrence and Pastor Kevin
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Rose Sunday Brunch
Patchogue Village fixed the sidewalks along Rider
Avenue and left parking at the church a little
difficult.

Rose Sunday Vestments
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